
  
 

  
 

Mount Vernon Selectboard Meeting – August 1, 2022 
 
Attending: 

Bob Grenier (Selectboard)  
Anna Libby (Selectboard) 
Carl Rogers (Selectboard) 
Kerry Casey (Staff) 
Bill Rosenberg (In person) 
Scott and Rochelle Bridgham (In person) 
Peter Lewis (in person) 
Barry Skilling (in person) 
Maureen Brescio (in person) 
Alice Counts (in person) 
Aaron Berls (in person) 
Josh Neptune (in person) 
Wendy Stevens (in person) 
Doug Stevens (in person) 
Chuck Wright (in person) 
Chris Lynch (in person) 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Bob Grenier 
Minutes from July 18 meeting were accepted 
Question was asked whether meeting minutes need to be recorded or are minutes alone sufficient. 
 
Anna will pursue Health Officer and Health Director position independently.   

Suggestion was made to post positions to collect a wider set of possible candidates 
 
Animal Control Officer 
 Bob suggested hiring Eric Johnson from Readfield as Animal Control Officer for a 6 month period 

A motion was made to hire Eric Johnson as Animal Control Officer for a 6 month period at a rate 
of $1500.00 with mileage at a rate of .46 per mile.  Motion was voted on 3-0 

 
North Road Drainage at the Dunn house 
 State to provide materials 
 Town to provide cost of labor estimated at $10,000 to $15,000 
 Work needs to be put on State schedule 
 Plan is to remove sediment that collects in basin yearly 
 Recommendation to put pressure on the state to take action on this. 
 
Broadband project 

Bill Rosenberg introduced Chris from Matrix, the company the town is negotiating with on a 
possible FTTH project (needs voter approval to proceed with the full project).   
1. Authorization to pay the final invoice for $3,300 from Mission Broadband from ARPA funcds 

for consulting services related to the first authorization.  Total spend is $15,000 with this 



  
 

  
 

invoice.  Motion to pay invoice for $3,300.00 by Bob, Anna seconded.  Carl is abstaining 
while question about serving on the Broadband committee is researched with MMA.  
Motion accepted 2-0 

2. Extension requested for Mission Broadband from ARPA funds for up to an additional 
$15,000 to assist with contract negotiations, writing of grants as well as technical review.  
Motion made by Bob to grant extension for an additional $15,000 to assist with contract 
negotiations, writing of grants and technical review.  Anna seconded.  Motion passed 2-0. 

3. Request was made for up to $9,000.00 from ARPA funds to pay for grant writing assistance 
at a rate of $35.00 per hour by Remington French. Resume was submitted for review.  Bob 
made a motion to authorize up to $9,000 to pay Remington French, on a contract basis 
(1099), (Kerry enumerated 1099 requirements), as needed, to assist with grant 
writing/editing.  Motion was passed 2-0. 

4. Request was made for $57,500 of ARPA funds to accept and pay for Matrix Design Group’s 
proposal to conduct pole surveying, Pole Attachment Application Creation and Submittal.  
Bob made a motion to authorize payment of up to $57,500 from ARPA funds to pay for 
Matrix Design Group’s proposal to conduct pole surveying, Pole Attachment Application 
creation and submittal.  Motion was passed 2-0. 

 
Transfer station update: 

Bulk waste container is filling up on Wednesday’s leaving no room for weekend drop offs.  Bob 
suggested that we acquire an extra bin at a rate of $50.00 per month.  Anna made a motion to 
authorize acquiring another bin and paying a rate of $50.00 per month.  Carl seconded.  Motion 
passed 3-0. 

 
Drug take-back in October; Liquid paint drop off; Use of Belgrade transfer station for trash with sticker 

Bob talked with Belgrade and will work with the Sheriff’s Office on a drug take-back day in 
October.  Also looking into option of taking paint cans with liquid paint in them.  Bob indicated 
that residents close to Belgrade can buy stickers so that Mount Vernon residents would be able 
to drop their trash off in Belgrade.  Belgrade sticker price was not available.   
 

New website status 
Carl met with Angelique and Rob last week to discuss next steps on website.  Sitemap is in place.  
Content will be brought over by Revize.  Rob expected that to be completed by Aug 5 but we are 
waiting for confirmation that the date.  We should have content on the new website by next 
week.  Need to determine the cutover date from the old site to the new site.  

 
New Tax Stabilization for Senior Citizens Over 65 

Kerry described new tax stabilization process to freeze your tax rate if over 65, lived in Maine 
and qualified for homestead exemption for past 10 years.  The state intends to reimburse towns 
for revenue lost but not guaranteed.    

 
Roger, our assessor, would like to look at taxes with residents who come in.  Check with MMA to 
confirm there are no privacy rules that would be impacted.  Otherwise, consider providing access to Trio 
systems to Roger.   



  
 

  
 

 
Heather would like to receive the Kennebec Journal mailed to her electronically.  Kerry to work with 
Heather to recover Kennebec Journal subscription.   
 
 Discussion about testing the beach lake water.  Bob to purchase testing kit and complete the water test. 
 
It was noted that the microphone at the community center was not working.  Check with Mark to see 
what the issue is.  It was noted that a backup microphone would be provided for the function to be held 
at the community center by one of the constituents who plans to be there.  
 
Doug Stevens was appointed to the Planning Board 
 
Rochelle asked about getting on the budget committee.  Bob indicated there was not currently an 
opening.   
 
Check to see if there are any issues with familial conflicts when serving on the SelectBoard 
 
It was noted that the Collins and King quotes used in the Broadband article published in the newsletter 
was partisan and should not be permitted.  Bob agreed that partisan quotes should not be included in 
newsletters.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15. 
 
 


